Eastern Wayne Middle School News 

EWMS has had an exciting and productive first & second nine weeks:

·         The Wayne County 4-H Prevention program sponsored a Red Ribbon Essay contest. This is a National celebration for students to take a stand to be drug free. EWM winners receiving a trophy and gift card were:  

6th grade: Ariyonna Dawson - 1st, Joiel Silver - 2nd, Darian Beasley - 3rd

7th grade: Brock Johnson - 1st, Nascherea Rouse - 2nd, Kristyn Lewis - 3rd

6th grade poster contest winners:  Alisiannah Moses and Jeffrey Gray

·         Eastern Wayne Middle School family would like to welcome a new Business Partner Central/Eastern Wayne Alumni and Friends Inc.  They join our other Business Partners which are AARCorp, Bicycle World, Chili's, Long's Plant Farm, Lowes Home Improvement, Oak Forest Church, Pittard, Perry and Crone, Inc., Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, and Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society.   Eastern Wayne Middle School family and Business Partners have assisted several families with family gifts and assistance for the holiday season.  Thanks Business Partners and Volunteers --- we really appreciate your support. 

·         Spanish Teacher Liliana Soto:  Students have researched and presented information about Hispanic countries.  They also performed typical dances in the celebration of the Hispanic Heritage in our school.  Students went to Torero’s restaurant to put into practice what they learned about food vocabulary, expressions of courtesy and how to order at a restaurant. This experience was a meaningful one for 7th and 8th students who used Spanish in real context.  Students were able to create a recipe book with dishes they liked.  Sixth grade students have been role playing, learning songs in Spanish, and participating in educational games and oral presentations.  Seventh grade students have made family trees using adjectives and verbs to describe their family members.  They also created posters and scale models of their perfect houses and learned tongue twisters in Spanish.  Eighth grade students studied verb conjugations through connections with soccer and presented information about themselves, family and friends to the class.

·         Music Teacher Kenneth Morris:  Three students, Yehdarm Choi, Joel Crawford, & Mary Lindsey Edwards were selected to sing in the North Carolina Middle School Honors Chorus in November.  This is the highest honor in the state for middle school choral students.  Over 1000 students auditioned for the 160 voice choir.  The 2011 Honors Chorus was directed by internationally renowned choral conductor Francisco Nunez. The Chorus has had many performances this semester singing for the 9/11 Commemoration Assembly as well as during Hispanic Heritage month.  The chorus also performed with distinction at the Wayne County Choral Showcase. The chorus celebrated the holidays at a December Concert accompanied by Band Teacher Ledford Wilson’s 6t, 7th, & 8th grade band students. 

·        Sixth grade team of Atkinson, Boyette, Jeffreys and Johnson:  Students went to Medieval Times Theatre in Myrtle Beach to wrap up a unit on the medieval time period.  The students thoroughly enjoyed the performance which helped them to visualize and experience medieval lifestyles.AIG 6th grade students were visited by two guest speakers, Melissa Wright from the Public Works department in Rocky Mount and Nicolle Johnson who is the Head of Children’s Services at the Wayne County Public Library.  Mrs. Wright and Ms. Johnson shared information and activities on the Water Cycle. The students were engaged and excited about their presentation. 

·         Seventh grade social studies classes prepared mini-TV productions about Africa.  All 7th grade students have received their Futures for Kids passwords and have been exploring the Career Awareness website in preparation of the Wayne County Career Fair scheduled for February 2012.  The Accelerated Seventh Grade Math Class had a visit from Alexander Davis, an Air Force ROTC Cadet and Aerospace Engineering Major at North Carolina State University.  Mr. Davis demonstrated to the students how the math they are learning this year, especially regarding slope of a line, integrates with the advanced math, science, and engineering classes they may take in college.  Mr. Davis also spent a few minutes near the end of class answering questions about student life at North Carolina State University. 

·         Eighth grade students in Robin Morton’s math classes had two different guest speakers come out and speak to her students.  These speakers focused on math in the real world in their particular profession.  Michael Jordan, CPA from Pittard, Perry, & Crone, Inc. came and discussed his day to day responsibilities as a CPA.  Barbara Matthews came from BB&T to give the students a little insight about the banking industry and her job as a manager at BB&T.  The students wrote career essays describing what they learned from these guest speakers that they can apply to the real world.

·         Club Day is scheduled each month and currently we have 15 different clubs.  Each club is sponsored by a staff person that volunteers to work with this group of students.  The Clubs are Jam Club, Fellowship of Christian Students, Origami Club, Technology Student Association, Student Government, Battle of the Books, E-Dub Girls Blazin Braves, Chess Club, Creative Writing Club, Yearbook Club, Pep Club, Beta Club, Latin Dance, Fiber Arts and the Art Club.  

·         Art Department Teacher Ashley Bratcher has been awarded a $700 grant from Target to take 80 students on a field trip to visit the NCMA.  Eighth Grader, Alyssa Ruona won the Superintendent's choice for County Christmas Card.  Each year "Celebrating Art" receives thousands and thousands of entries for their semi-annual national art contests.  Less than 25% of the entries received are invited to be published and this year EWM has 14 artists who were invited to have their artwork published in this national collection of elite work: Emily Ritcher 8th Grade, Kira Royal 8th Grade, Jacob Seate 8th Grade, Tyler Boone 8th Grade, Felicia Audelo 7th Grade, Rebekah Lim 7th Grade, Raul Olivares 7th Grade, Jykell McLamb 7th Grade, Camden Parker 7th Grade, Sofie Ritcher 7th Grade, Rashawn Suggs 7th Grade, Christina Perry 7th Grade, Katherine Corbett 7th Grade, Sara Cobb 6th Grade.  Mrs. Bratcher is currently requesting donations to help purchase digital cameras for her classroom.   They will be used for photography projects, stop motion projects, film editing, still life arrangements, and more.  For more information, or to donate, visit www.DonorsChoose.org/Mrs.Bratcher.

·         Student Government held its 2nd annual Red Cross Blood Drive in November.  Thanks to all who came out to support this cause.  EWM students collected over 500 cans for the Kickin' Out Hunger Annual Food Drive for the local soup kitchen.  

·         From Coaches Edgerton, Johnson, and Morris:  Intramurals are underway for EWMS students, girls and boys, and our basketball season has begun.  Gym students collected juice pouches for the Red Cross.

·         Accelerated Math is being used to improve EOG scores in all grade levels. An awards assembly was held at the end of our first 9 weeks to present certificates to honor roll students.  Parents have been great and very patient with our new traffic pattern due to the construction, and we are all very excited about the new school buildings that are forthcoming.  

